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Thursday,  July  15  - 

After  a  perfect  nights'  rest  and  a  ridiculous  breakfast  of  rolls  and  chocolate 
at  8:30  we  started  on  our  morning  drive  along  Via  Nationale  to  Qulrinal  Hill  where  we 
saw  the  royal  palace  and  the  balcony  from  which  formerly  the  cardinal  would  announce 
the  name  of  the  new  pope.  Then  to  the  Fountain  of  Trevi  ( they  are  far  more  beautiful 
than  I  had  even  hoped  for  because  of  apparent  natural  formations  )  then  past  an 
obelisk  and  splendid  Antonlous  column  on  the  top  of  which  is  now  a  statue  of  St. 

Peter  where  formerly  rested  one  of  Marcus  Aurelius  then  to  to  Parthenon,  the  most 
interesting  old  building  built  26  B.C.  The  sixteen  columns  from  Egypt  that  support 
the  front  look  as  though  they  could  stand  on  securely  throughout  eternity.  Inside 
are  buried  Raphael  and  his  Fornarina  &members  of  the  royal  family.  The  big  bronze 
doors  (  original  )  are  such  massive  portals. 

The  drive  around  the  Piazza  Navonawas  Interesting  for  in  the  middle  of  it 
was  a  pretentious  fountain  by  Bernini  with  four  human  figures  each  representing 
the  then  four  longest  known  rivers  of  the  world.  Across  the  Tiber,  past  the  new 
Court  of  Justice  that  is  costing  $1,600,000.00,  past  Hadrian's  Tomb  and  the  bridge 
leading  to  it  which  bridge  is  the  oldest  in  Rome.  Then  to  that  mecca  -  St.  Peters 
where  we  spent  a  great  deal  of  time.  It  is  wonderfully  Impressive  and  one  forgets 
while  watching  the  Romanists  devotion  that  he  is  not  a  part  of  their  great  strong 
belief. 


I  did  not  feel  like  kissing  the  toe  of  St.  Peters  statue,  nor,  like  Heldra 
in  The  Marble  Faun,  of  going  into  the  confessional  but  I  did  enjoy  going  into  a 
shop  nearby  and  purchasing  a  rosary  that  is  to  be  blessed  by  the  pope  before 
being  sent  to  our  hotel.  .We  drove  to  the  Aventine  Hill  where  an  excellent 
panorama  was  offered  us  of  the  city  of  Rome. 

After  lunch  we  were  driven  to  the  Colosseum,  under  the  Arch  of  Constantine 
to  Baths  of  Caracalla  from  which  the  Farnese  collection  which  we  saw  yesterday 
in  the  Museum  at  Naples  was  taken.  Just  now  work  cf  excavating  is  in  process 
to  widen  the  Via  Appla.  Drove  along  Via  Appla  to  Quo  Vadls  chapel  -  built  on  the 
spot  supposed  to  have  been  the  one  where  Christ  appeared  to  Paul  after  his 
release  from  prison.  In  this  chapel  is  a  marble  statue  of  Christ,  of  which  the  foot 
was  worn  away  to  such  an  extent  that  a  bronze  one  has  replaced  it.  All  this  from 
adoring  the  foot  I  suppose.  From  there  we  drove  on  to  St.  Sebatian's  Chapel, 
where  an  old  monk  took  us  through  showing  us  all  sorts  of  sacred  things.  For 
instance,  they  tell  you  in  all  sincerity  that  a  certain  stone,  on  which  are  foot 
prints,  is  the  identical  stone  on  which  Christ  stepped  when  he  miraculously 
appeared  to  Paul  and  that  this  stone  holds  his  foot  prints.  The  foot  is  in  a  glass 
case  covered  with  a  curtain.  They  also  show  other  relics  of  St.  Sebastian,  for 
instance  the  arrow  that  once  pierced  him.  This  arrow,  according  to  legend,  was 
pulled  out  by  a  Roman  matron  and  thus  it  was  preserved.  A  good  piece  of 
sculpture  is  found  there  showing  Sebastian  and  the  darts.  This  is  by  Bernini 
-  designed  by  him  but  worked  out  by  his  pupil  Glorgetti.  After  looking  about  the 


